III. Amerikanisztika American Studies 

Reading List: By mid April students must submit a reading list of 12 texts upon which they will be examined. A compilation of required and recommended readings from the courses in the concentration, as well as from related courses in the alapozó and törzsképzés, is provided in order to help guide students in their selection; nonetheless, students have the freedom to include outside texts when putting together their personal reading list. Before submitting the list, however, students must consult with an advisor (American Studies: Ruth Lévai ruth.karin.levai@uni-miskolc.hu) and obtain the advisor’s signature. Failure to obtain the signature before the deadline renders the student ineligible to take the exam in that semester. No exceptions.


In American Studies, films, poetry, short fiction, history textbooks, and other types of texts may be substituted for full-length books. See the American Studies Reading List for details and restrictions regarding the types of texts that may be chosen.

The current deadline for submitting reading lists for the American Studies track is available on the department website: https://angol.uni-miskolc.hu/exit-exam 
American Studies – Reading List 
(suggestions—at least one full novel, play & autobiography required)
Novels 
Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 

Chopin, Kate. The Awakening.
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. 

Hemingway, Ernest. The Sun Also Rises.  

Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby.
Plath, Sylvia. The Bell Jar.
Salinger, J. D. Catcher in the Rye.

Spiegelman, Art. Maus.

Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath
Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
Thoreau, Henry D. Walden.
Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse 5.
Wharton, Edith. The Age of Innocence.
Drama
Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman
O’Neill, Eugene. Long Day’s Journey into Night

Wilder, Thornton. Our Town
Williams, Tennessee. Streetcar Named Desire

Wilson, August. Fences
Autobiography

Black Elk. Black Elk Speaks: The life story of a holy man of the Oglala Sioux
(as told to John G. Neihardt)

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 

Franklin, Benjamin. The Private Life of Benjamin Franklin
McCourt, Frank. Angela’s Ashes
Obama, Barack. Dreams from My Father 

Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory
Essays

Emerson, Ralph W. “Self-Reliance”

Thoreau, Henry D. “Civil Disobedience”
Short Fiction (four short stories may replace one book; maximum four books)

Baldwin, James. “Sonny’s Blues”

Bierce, Ambrose. “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”

Cather, Willa. “The Sculptor’s Funeral”
Crane, Stephen. “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky”

Faulkner, William. “A Rose for Emily”

---.
“Barn Burning”

Ford, Richard. “Rock Springs”

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. “Young Goodman Brown”

Hemingway, Ernest. “The Short, Happy Life of Frances Macomber”

---.
“The Killers”

Irving, Washington. “Rip Van Winkle”

London, Jack. “To Build a Fire”

---.       “The Law of Life”
Malamud, Bernard. “The Magic Barrel”

Melville, Herman. “Bartleby, the Scrivener”

Morrison, Toni. “Recitatif”
O’Conner, Flannery. “A Good Man Is Hard to Find”

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Fall of the House of Usher”

---.
“Murders in the Rue Morgue”

---. 
“Ligeia”

Steinbeck, John. “The Chrysanthemums”

Tan, Amy. “The Voice from the Wall”

Poetry (a maximum of 3 poets may be selected, each one equaling one book)

Edgar Allan Poe

Emily Dickinson

Walt Whitman

Robert Frost

William Carlos Williams

Wallace Stevens

e e cummings

Sylvia Plath

Paul Laurence Dunbar

Langston Hughes

W.E.B. DuBois

Ezra Pound

Carl Sandburg

Literary History

Anthology of American Literature, Sixth Edition. Ed. George McMichael, Frederick Crews, J.C. Levenson, Leo Marx, David E. Smith; Prentice Hall: Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, 1997. (available on archive.org)
VanSpackeren, Kathryn. Outline of American Literature. 
<http://www.america.gov/publications/books/outline-of-american-literature.html>
Virágos Zsolt. Portraits and Landmarks: American Literary Culture in the 19th
Century. Debrecen: IEAS Debrecen, 2003.

History  (at least one book required)

Bailey, Thomas, and David Kennedy. The American Pageant. 8th ed. 

Dudley, William. Native Americans: Opposing Viewpoints. San Diego: Greenhaven

P, 1998
The Civil War. Dir. Ken Burns

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. 

Films  (3 films may be substituted for one book, or 6 films for two books—max.)

Citizen Kane. Dir. Orson Welles.

Casablanca. Dir. Michael Curtiz
It’s a Wonderful Life Dir. Frank Capra
Sunset Boulevard. Dir. Billy Wilder.

On the Waterfront Dir. Elia Kazan.

Rear Window. Dir. Alfred Hitchcock

North by Northwest. Dir. Alfred Hitchcock

West Side Story. Dir. Robert Wise and Jerome Robbins
Dr. Strangelove. Dir. Stanley Kubrick.
The Conversation. Dir. Frances Ford Coppola
Chinatown. Dir. Roman Polanski

Network. Dir. Sidney Lumet

Apocalypse Now. Dir. Frances Ford Coppola
Blade Runner. Dir. Ridley Scott

Out of Africa. Dir. Sydney Pollack

Witness. Dir. Edward S. Feldman

The Color Purple. Dir. Steven Spielberg

Rain Man. Dir. Mark Johnson
Schindler’s List. Dir. Steven Spielberg
Forrest Gump. Dir. Robert Zemeckis

Blue Bayou Dir. Justin Chon
Ethnic Studies

Campbell, Christopher. Race, Myth, and the News. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1995.

Fuchs, Lawrence H. The American Kaleidoscope: Race, Ethnicity and the Civic

Culture. Hanover, NH: UP of New England, 1990.

Kivisto, Peter and Georganne Rundblad eds. Multiculturalism in the United States.

Thousand Oaks, CA: New Forge, 2000.

